Research has consistently demonstrated a linkage between drug traf-
ficking and many other kinds of crime including violent crime. While
DEA does not focus specifically on violent crime, we believe that a
correlation between drugs and violent crime does exist.

DEA addressess this connection on two levels, the Federal level and
the State and local level. Studies In Detroit, Miami and elsewhere
have shown that drug-related violent crime decreases during periods
of vigorous enforcement action. Therefore, as the lead Federal
agency for drug law enforcement we believe that our primary contribu-
tion is through the Implementation of a clear, coherent and aggres-
sive national enforcement policy characterized by an unequivocal
commitment to reducing the supply of illegal drugs.

On a secondary, albeit no less important level, are our State and
local cooperative programs. Drug-related violent crime most often
falls within the State and local area of responsibility. DEA assists
State and local law enforcement In meeting this responsiblity through
our formal and Informal task force operations, and our extensive
training activities.

We presently have 22 DEA State and local task forces. In addition,
we support within resource availability numerous other task forces
throughout the country, and also provide assistance to individual
State and local enforcement operations.

Any effective program to combat violent crime requires highly skilled
and specially trained law enforcement personnel. In FY 1983, over
4,000 State and local officers received investigative, technical and
managerial training from DEA. In addition to this formal training,
State and local officers attend DEA in-house training on a space
available basis.

Priority of Drugs of Abuse

Does DEA prioritise the major drugs of abuee? HOD does the emerging
problem of domestically grown marijuana fit into DEA 'e priority
Byetem? How muah effort goes into thie program?

The traditional national enforcement priorities, which ranked the
drugs of abuse on a national level according to their social, health
and economic consequences, were discontinued in FY 1983. At that
time, PY 1983 agency objectives set localized drug priorities since
the specific nature of the durg traffic differs from one locale to
another. As previously explained under the PY 1983 and PY 1984 DEA
priority objectives, the assessment of local situations dictates the
relative priorities of the individual field elements.

Accordingly, if a specific DEA field element identifies the emergence
of a marijuana cultivation problem in that office's area of responsi-
bility, then that office's manager will appropriately dedicate his
resoures to combat the problem. Therefore, the DEA manpower dedi-
cated to the program varies by field element. Nationwide, DEA had
61 employees dedicated to the program during PY 1983. At headquar-
ters three staff coordinators are dedicated full-time to the program.
Conversely, field offices have personnel dedicated to the program
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